HWatertight contaimer. Klausz's wooden box keeps his walerstone ael for sharpening.

Waterstone Pond

Build a watertight wooden holder for your sharpening stones

harpening with warerstones is a bot
S easier if ikl hawve a ‘pnmi' i hinld

the stone and enough water o
keep it wer and clean in wse. And your
bench will sty clean, wo. § learned o
make this simple box while working as
an apprentice in my father’s workshop
in Hungary. The box is complerely
watertight, but no glue e caulk is
required to make it thar way. Good
jeanery does the erick, along with a liecle
bir of magic based on wood compres
'.iu-l'l :|I'||.| l.'ﬂl":lll"-\.i-l?l'l. I E-l.lll'l]?l.'-\. I||:|||:|.'
generations of woodworkers have wsed
these same T-:-_'hnin:pl.c': o banild wooden
baby bachisbe and washouhs
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by Frank Klausz

I use whire pine for my box, bur any
rype ot |'|':|'|r arther than vellow pil'u_‘ will
work fine. Clear stock iz preferable,
since leaks can develop around knors, If
Wi Wl B0 store maore than one stone,
you can increase the widih of your box.
The inside of my box is about 2 in.
langer than my longest warerstone. This
lgaves room for a pair of wedges thae
hold the stone in place.

The poinery is simple. The four sides
are held rogerher with rapered sliding
doverails. The borrom is nailed o rthe
sides. T make the sides warertight, the
doverails need to be cur accurarely. | rec-
ommend cutting the joine with a rouer
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and doverail bic, To simplify rouring, 1
LIAE W0 J-g:-. 18} gl.lidr MY FOUTER: OO for
the dovetail socker, the other for the
doverail. (See the article on page 80.)

The key o making the sliding doverail
joints watertighe is to make each tapered
doverail Fr dghehe—Ibur mot woo dghtly—
into irs mating socker. You should be
able 1o assemble the joing abour three-
quarters of the way with hand pressure,
then complete it with a bew firm taps
from a hammer.

The bese of the Box is '.'||'|:|'|I!.' nailed m
the side assembly. The butt peint s water-
right largely because of the resilient
narufe of wood. By compressing the
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WATERSTONE POND

Mo plue is necessany wihen assembling this o, Once the box is filled with water,
thae joints swell, making the box watertight,
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" Make inséde 2 in, longer
than waterstone.
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Predrill bottom on drill press " Tack old bicycle Inner tube
and nail battom o sides with al each end of botiom 1o keep
&d mails. Space nails every 2 in. hax from sliding during use.
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wosd fibers on the bottom of the box's
sides, | creare 2 wood “gﬂ:lnrr" vhar seals
the bottam a,g..l:insl: the sides once the box
is filled with warer, (See sidebar, righe.)

Purting the pond 1o work—~C0ur nwe
wooden blocks and insert them under
VOUF WALEFSIONE 50 thart the stone is
ratsed slightly above the edges of the
box. Then bandsaw two wedges and
push them into positien o lock the
stone between the sides of the box. (Sec
I.J'J:ing rhe Pond, ahove, )

T use the sharpening station, set the
hox on a sturdy surface—a bench works
fime—so the surfice of your walersoone
is roughly level with your waist. This

hetghe grves you good contrel and lews
you use your upper body weighe vo bear
dovwn onte the ool ;.-uu'r-: :-h;.l.lpl:ll-illg. 1
keep my stone wer and clean during
sharpening wirh a homemade mop,
which | make by Falding a rag anad tack-
ing it o the end of a dowel. &
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MAKING THE
WOODEN GASKET

A wooden "gaskel” seals the
fratfam of the box against the sides,
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Step 1 Compress the wood. Lise o
hammasr and a piece of wire from a
paint-can handle to tap a groowve
.||||::|n|:I I:|'||_' |.'h:_:||I!ru'r| 1=cl;|.|,q':q. n;:.l' |1'|-|_=
asemblad sides. Make sure the
grooves meet ab the corners,

Step 2: Plane the edges, Plane

the botiom edges until the grooves
just disapgear. Keep the assembly
flat by planing all four edges evenly,
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Step 4 Nail on the bottom and fill
the hox with water. In a couple of
bours, this compressed wood will
swell, forming a “gasket” that seals
the sides tight 1o the Bateom,
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